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Abstract. Nowadays, attention to children's mental health has increased, and the academic
community pays more attention to children with ADHD. However, due to the many risk factors of
ADHD, people cannot identify ADHD children in time, resulting in children with ADHD cannot get
timely and appropriate intervention, resulting in many adverse effects. Therefore, to identify children
with ADHD in a timely and accurate manner, this paper will use a combination of three research
methods: questionnaire survey, observation and interview to evaluate the children most likely to get
ADHD. On this basis, implement appropriate interventions to help this at-risk children’s mental
health group.
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1. Introduction
ADHD is a neurodevelopmental disease called Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder;

hyperactivity and inattention are common, widespread, and negatively affecting symptoms of
ADHD [1]. Around the world, 5% to 7% of adolescents and children suffer from ADHD [2,3].

According to numerous studies, children and teens with ADHD might be more accessible to
suffer negative functional effects [4,5]. Such as low academic achievement, crime, family conflict,
conduct issues, difficulties in peer relationships, and long-term health issues. Teenagers and
children with ADHD had higher than average levels of risky sexual behaviour, injuries from unsafe
driving, arrests, unemployment, drug use problems, and relationship challenges than their peers
without ADHD[6,7]. Overall, these adverse effects of ADHD will result in a worse quality of life
for those with it.

Therefore, this paper emphasises identifying the factors of children with ADHD and providing
timely help. Specifically, how many risk factors are present in the child's life, and the more risk
factors there are, the more at risk the child is; this paper will focus on three common risk factors and
one protective factor.

2. Risk Factors
2.1 The family story of ADHD.

ADHD is a familial disorder because, compared to the general population, first-degree relatives
of those with the condition have a five- to ten-fold more significant chance of developing the
condition themselves [8]. Statistically, 70% -80% of heritability estimates are based on adoption
and twin studies [9]. Therefore, parents of children should be asked to complete questionnaires
about their respective childhood and present symptoms experiences with ADHD symptoms when
they were 7 to 11 years old (during childhood) and within the last six months (during the present)
by answering the 18 items on a DSM-IV ADHD symptom checklist [10] to evaluate the risk level
of parents' ADHD. Overall, the family story of ADHD is a main risk factor.
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2.2 Inattention, Hyperactivity or impulsivity symtoms.

According to the DSM-5, there are three possible presentations of ADHD: primarily inattentive,
primarily hyperactive/impulsive, and combined. Therefore, children with ADHD must recognise the
signs of inattention, hyperactivity, or impulsivity. Meanwhile, teachers are one of the primary
observers of children, who might be more professional than parents. Considering this context, the
children's head teacher should be invited to use a teacher-completed DSM-IV-based diagnostic
checklist for ADHD to assess whether the child has risks of ADHD [1].

3. Protective Factors
Parents are the first teacher of their children, and parenting significantly affects children. Some

research has shown the benefit of positive parenting for children with ADHD [11,12,13,14].
Especially, positive parenting supported positive adjustment for all kids and preschoolers (i.e., with
and without ADHD) [13,11].

Moreover, positive parenting styles have preventative benefits for children with ADHD [15,16].
For example, positive parenting is a vital source of social support and role modelling for children,
minimising issues in their interactions with classmates and teachers [17]. In this paper, The
Parenting Styles Dimensions Questionnaire (PSDQ) self and spouse report could be used to
examine parenting styles [18].

3.1 Positive Parenting.
Children's first teachers are their parents. Children are significantly affected by parenting. Some

research has shown the benefit of positive parenting for children with ADHD 11,19,13,14]. In
addition, positive parenting styles have preventative benefits for kids with ADHD 15,16]. After
considering the impacts of ADHD symptom severity or diagnostic condition, the study also found
that good parenting supported positive adjustment for all kids and preschoolers (i.e., with and
without ADHD) [13,11]. Importantly, positive parenting may be a vital source of social support and
role modelling for children, minimising issues in their interactions with classmates and teachers
[17]. To examine parenting styles, the Parenting Styles Dimensions Questionnaire (PSDQ) self and
spouse report, which was completed by parents twice (once for their parenting style toward their
children and again for that of their spouse toward the children), will be employed in this plan [18].

4. Intervention strategies
When a child is diagnosed with ADHD, appropriate intervention strategies are considered a vital

guarantee to alleviate the symptoms of ADHD children. As mentioned above, parents and teachers
have a more significant influence on children's daily lives. Therefore, this paper mainly introduces
one main strategy, Mindful Parenting and Mindful Child Training, to guide parents and teachers to
effectively participate in helping children with ADHD.

4.1 Mindful Parenting and Mindful Child Training
4.1.1 Definition

Inattention and poor behavioural control, including impulsivity and hyperactivity, are two main
signs of ADHD [1]. Studies reveal that mindfulness training has increased one's capacity for paying
attention [20,21]. Similarly, mindfulness requires persistent attention to maintain a mindful state,
providing beneficial effects for ADHD [22]. In addition, mindful training has reduced
impulsivity[23,20].

Positive parenting is a crucial protective element for kids and ADHD behaviour, affecting the
children's ADHD behaviour. In other words, a therapy that includes both the parent and the child is
probably valid. Parents' symptoms of inattention and hyperactivity significantly decreased after
mindfulness training [24]; these decreases in both parents' and their children's parent-rated ADHD
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symptoms persisted at follow-up.; a decrease in overreactive parenting and parental stress [24].
Lastly, education requires parents' engagement. This training is presented in Table 1.

Table. 1 Mindful Parenting and Mindful Child Training
Participants 4-6 children and parents per group
Trainers Two trainers experienced trainers and two school teachers
Duration Eight weekly 90-minute group meetings
Notes  Parents and kids had individual meetings with the trainers time: before

the intervention.
 A token reward system: Kids will receive tokens. Suppose they

complete their homework and participate in the exercises in class. If
they get ten tickets, they can provide a prize from their parents.

Brief
description

 Initially, trainers present the session's outline to the children.
 In each session, children talk about the group rules, which should be

written down on a sheet.
 The homework will always be covered before the break, and the

session's content is similarly organised by enabling one trainer to lead
the meditation exercise. Each session will conclude with a brief
breathing exercise, with a 10-minute break in the middle. Good
submissions will be awarded after the exercise and throughout it.

 Homework completion forms, practice instructions, and handouts
outlining the session's subject must be distributed to parents and
children.

 A CD with mindfulness activities for parents at home was also
provided.

 Joint sessions, where exercises are performed by parents and kids
together, comprised a portion of the first, a part of the sixth, and the
entirety of the final session.

 Parents and children must plan how to continue practising in the eight
weeks between session eight and the follow-up test during the last
session.

4.2 Recommendations
Mindful Parenting and Mindful Child Training are the optimal methods for children. The

reasons are as follows. First, education is long-term. In the long run, the program improves parents'
engagement, where parents can continue to practice self-meditation after the course helping
cultivate positive parenting styles. Similarly, children can use mindfulness training in their future
studies and lives, benefiting their whole life.

Second, mindfulness training is more practical because it improves inattention in students [22].
It is well-known that children's attention problems are closely connected to their academic
achievement. From a parent's perspective, perhaps their children's academic performance is what
they are most worried about; from a child's perspective, students are concentrated on learning at
school, and paying attention is a crucial component of learning.

Finally, monetary benefits must be considered. Only two professional therapists are employed
for the whole program, and school teachers can serve as another two support therapists, increasing
their professional competence and reducing the cost. Importantly, Suppose the school teachers
learned how to do mindful training for students. In that case, they might bring the learning about
meditation to other young children without ADHD because studies have shown that meditation is
advantageous for students in general, not just those with ADHD [25].
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5. Summary

This article mainly describes two risk factors for ADHD and one protective factor to help adults
better identify children with ADHD and timely grasp the mental health issue that ADHD presents.
Based on this, this article offers a suitable intervention method based on the mental health state of
ADHD children to aid in the better development of these kids. Besides, this article offers parents
and educators a practical and appropriate strategy to help children with ADHD. In the future, more
cooperative efforts will be needed to assist more high-risk children with ADHD to obtain healthy
psychology.

References
[1] Anderson DK, Lord C, Risi S, DiLavore PS, Shulman C, Thurm A, et al. American Psychiatric

Association.(2013). Diagnostic and statistical manual of mental disorders . Washington, DC: Author.
The Linguistic and Cognitive Effects of Bilingualism on Children with Autism Spectrum Disorders.
2017;21:175.

[2] Thomas R, Sanders S, Doust J, Beller E, Glasziou P. Prevalence of Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity
Disorder: A Systematic Review and Meta-analysis. Pediatrics. 2015 Apr 1;135(4):e994–1001.

[3] Polanczyk G, Rohde LA. Epidemiology of attention-deficit/hyperactivity disorder across the lifespan.
Current Opinion in Psychiatry. 2007 Jul;20(4):386–92.

[4] Hoza B, Mrug S, Gerdes AC, Hinshaw SP, Bukowski WM, Gold JA, et al. What Aspects of Peer
Relationships Are Impaired in Children With Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder? Journal of
Consulting and Clinical Psychology. 2005;73(3):411–23.

[5] Mannuzza S, Klein RG, Abikoff H, Moulton Iii JL. Significance of Childhood Conduct Problems to
Later Development of Conduct Disorder Among Children With ADHD: A Prospective Follow-Up
Study. J Abnorm Child Psychol. 2004 Oct;32(5):565–73.

[6] Molina BSG, Pelham WE. Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder and Risk of Substance Use
Disorder: Developmental Considerations, Potential Pathways, and Opportunities for Research. Annu
Rev Clin Psychol. 2014 Mar 28;10(1):607–39.

[7] Barkley RA, Fischer M, Smallish L, Fletcher K. Young Adult Outcome of Hyperactive Children:
Adaptive Functioning in Major Life Activities. Journal of the American Academy of Child &
Adolescent Psychiatry. 2006 Feb;45(2):192–202.

[8] Banaschewski T, Becker K, Döpfner M, Holtmann M, Rösler M, Romanos M.
Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder. Deutsches Ärzteblatt international [Internet]. 2017 Mar 3
[cited 2023 Jul 19]; Available from: https://www.aerzteblatt.de/10.3238/arztebl.2017.0149

[9] Kring AM, Johnson SL. Abnormal psychology: The science and treatment of psychological disorders.
John Wiley & Sons; 2018.

[10] Barkley RA, Poillion MJ. Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder: A Handbook for Diagnosis and
Treatment. Behavioral Disorders. 1994 Feb;19(2):150–2.

[11] Latimer WW, August GJ, Newcomb MD, Realmuto GM, Hektner JM, Mathy RM. Child and familial
pathways to academic achievement and behavioral adjustment: A prospective six-year study of children
with and without ADHD. J Atten Disord. 2003 Nov;7(2):101–16.

[12] Fabiano GA, Pelham WE, Coles EK, Gnagy EM, Chronis-Tuscano A, O’Connor BC. A meta-analysis
of behavioral treatments for attention-deficit/hyperactivity disorder. Clinical Psychology Review. 2009
Mar;29(2):129–40.

[13] Vitaro F, Brendgen M, Larose S, Trembaly RE. Kindergarten Disruptive Behaviors, Protective Factors,
and Educational Achievement by Early Adulthood. Journal of Educational Psychology. 2005
Nov;97(4):617–29.

[14] Ostrander R, Herman KC. Potential cognitive, parenting, and developmental mediators of the
relationship between ADHD and depression. Journal of Consulting and Clinical Psychology.
2006;74(1):89–98.



99

Advances in Education, Humanities and Social Science Research ICSECSD 2023
ISSN:2790-167X Volume-7-(2023)
[15] Kawabata Y, Tseng WL, Gau SSF. Symptoms of Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder and Social

and School Adjustment: The Moderating Roles of Age and Parenting. J Abnorm Child Psychol. 2012
Feb;40(2):177–88.

[16] Healey DM, Flory JD, Miller CJ, Halperin JM. Maternal positive parenting style is associated with
better functioning in hyperactive/inattentive preschool children. Inf Child Develop. 2011
Mar;20(2):148–61.

[17] Dvorsky MR, Langberg JM. A Review of Factors that Promote Resilience in Youth with ADHD and
ADHD Symptoms. Clin Child Fam Psychol Rev. 2016 Dec;19(4):368–91.

[18] Van Steijn DJ, Oerlemans AM, De Ruiter SW, Van Aken MAG, Buitelaar JK, Rommelse NNJ. Are
parental autism spectrum disorder and/or attention-deficit/Hyperactivity disorder symptoms related to
parenting styles in families with ASD (+ADHD) affected children? Eur Child Adolesc Psychiatry. 2013
Nov;22(11):671–81.

[19] Chronis AM, Lahey BB, Pelham WE, Williams SH, Baumann BL, Kipp H, et al. Maternal depression
and early positive parenting predict future conduct problems in young children with
attention-deficit/hyperactivity disorder. Developmental Psychology. 2007 Jan;43(1):70–82.

[20] Cairncross M, Miller CJ. The Effectiveness of Mindfulness-Based Therapies for ADHD: A
Meta-Analytic Review. J Atten Disord. 2020 Mar;24(5):627–43.

[21] Tang YY, Ma Y, Wang J, Fan Y, Feng S, Lu Q, et al. Short-term meditation training improves attention
and self-regulation. Proc Natl Acad Sci USA. 2007 Oct 23;104(43):17152–6.

[22] Smalley SL, Loo SK, Hale TS, Shrestha A, McGough J, Flook L, et al. Mindfulness and attention deficit
hyperactivity disorder. J Clin Psychol. 2009 Oct;65(10):1087–98.

[23] Kozasa EH, Sato JR, Lacerda SS, Barreiros MAM, Radvany J, Russell TA, et al. Meditation training
increases brain efficiency in an attention task. NeuroImage. 2012 Jan;59(1):745–9.

[24] Van Der Oord S, Bögels SM, Peijnenburg D. The Effectiveness of Mindfulness Training for Children
with ADHD and Mindful Parenting for their Parents. J Child Fam Stud. 2012 Feb;21(1):139–47.

[25] Sciutto MJ, Veres DA, Marinstein TL, Bailey BF, Cehelyk SK. Effects of a School-Based Mindfulness
Program for Young Children. J Child Fam Stud. 2021 Jun;30(6):1516–27.


	1.Introduction
	2.Risk Factors
	2.1The family story of ADHD.
	2.2Inattention, Hyperactivity or impulsivity symtoms.

	3.Protective Factors
	3.1Positive Parenting.

	4.Intervention strategies
	4.1Mindful Parenting and Mindful Child Training
	4.1.1 Definition

	4.2Recommendations

	5.Summary
	References

